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MECHANIZED PLUMB BOBS; KRUSE and GREEN

Author: Wolf Ruecker www.plumbbobcollectors.info

Dear Fellow Collector,

Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS,

As always, | am searching for new material and information associated with plumb bobs.
Please feel free to share new photos, catalogs, articles or stories of a personal nature.

I welcome input from fellow collectors!

Wolf
MECHANIZED PLUMB BOBS; KRUSE’S RETRACTO BOB (USA)
and GREEN’S LINE WINDING PLUMB BOB (UK)
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1. INTRODUCTION (his inventory #671) and sold at

| have only a few mechanized
plumb bobs (with springs, reels or
gear boxes) in my collection. They
are
expensive, but at the end of last
year, | acquired two interesting
plumb bobs of this type.

KRUSE RETRACTO BOB:

MJD auction March 2013) for
$450. It was without the tin box
and without the instruction sheet.
rare and usually very GREEN’S LINE WINDING
PLUMMET:

I won the Green's Line Winding
Plummet plumb bob (right) on
an eBay auction from England.
Nelson Denny also was the only
other collector | knew who owned this one

In October, | received a call from a man in (his inventory # 633). Based on my lack of
Louisiana, who received the Retracto Plumb other sightings of this specimen, | assume it
bob (left) from his brother in California. The is rare, as well. It is also known as.“IN —
plumb bob and the original tin box in which OUT” plumb bob.

it was sold, along with instruction sheet for

assembly, were in nearly unused condition. |

MY CONCLUSION after | wrote this

have only encountered three other Kruse newsletter and made some tests (assemble,
Retracto plumb bobs during the past 20 disassemble, wind and unwind ...) with both
years. plumb bobs: They are very interesting for a
One was in the collection of my friend COLLECTOR, but NEVER for a
Riccardo Chetoni in Pisa, Italy and one WORKER. He would let it in his tool box
offered on eBay in 2003 (I did not win it!) after a short time. Perhaps that is the reason
with the third in Nelson Denny’s collection why they are not produced in big quantity.
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2. KRUSE’S RETRACTO BOB
1962 (USA)

Nelson Denny T had one of these patented Similar to the KRUSE but different is the
plumb bobs (from 1962) in his collection. CURRY plumb bob. (1906 USA). The
Thanks to Nelson for the pictures of his patent is 50+ years older. Photos ND. See
plumb bobs #671 KRUSE. See fig. above. fig. below and patent drawing next page.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

HILL MoCLELLAND CORREY, OF CALIFOENIA, PENNSYLYANIA.

PLUMB-EQE.

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de 20
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No. 831,775. PATENTED SEPT. 25, 1806,
H. Me0. CURRT.
FLUME EOB.

AFFLICATION FILED TAN, 28, 1HGE.
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Let us start with the inventor MELVIN S.
KRUSE 9525 Holbrook, Pico Riva, Calif.
| found 3 patents from him concerning
plumb bobs.
e US2,849,805 KRUSE 1958
RETRACTABLE PLUMB BOB

e US3,064,356 KRUSE 1962
RETRACTABLE PLUMB BOB

e US3,284,914 KRUSE 1966 LINE-
RETRIEVING PLUMB BOB
For my plumb bob the 1962 patent is the
base but with parts (position of the guiding
pins) of the 1966 patent.

Nov. 20, 1962 M. S. KRUSE 3,064,356

RETRACTABLE PLUMB BOB

Filed May 4, 1959

N==

vy o~ A

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

Fra. 4. fﬁf | F16. 5,

2 Sheets-Sheet 1
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It was very hard for me to read and to
understand the KRUSE patents, because
Kruse describes every detail very exactly

(8 columns in every patent=> 24 columns
fine print).

So I will pick up some points only to explain
the system. The winding mechanism can be
inside or outside of the plumb bob.

The friction member 28 may be a generally circular
band of spring steel of a width to extend completely
across the chamber 12. It commences and terminates in
rounded shoulders 3¢ and 39" located adjacent the line-

receiving opening 18 in the triangular portion 16 of the
These shoulders partially encircle closely

chamber.

" CS ” Z
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In his latest patent the line was guided (over
the pins 31 or 57/58) in another way and the
spiral spring was working right instead of
left. The friction member 51 is simpler than
before. The pins have other positions.

‘ Different guide ‘

nf tha lina

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

In the first patent from 1958 he shows his

winding mechanism attached to a common

American “carrot” shaped plumb bob:
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When | guide the line as
shown in the patent drawing
left, the friction is too high
and I can’t pull the line out.
®

So | guide it as shown in the
photo right. Now it works.
©
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Some pictures from my collection with the
tin box. It is 6 % in high with a 2 in
diameter. Even when the patent number
US3,064,356 from 1962 is shown, this
plumb bob has the friction member and the
position of the pins from the 1966 patent

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de
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US328,491,4. It was too expensive to modify
the moulds and they only modified the
position of the pins. It would be nice to
know if there exists a KRUSE with the pin
position of the 1962 patent.

DO YOU HAVE ONE?
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Some explanations about the history,
advantages and disadvantages of this type
of plumb bobs from the different Kruse
patents:

i
2,849,805 5
RETRACTABLE PLUMB BOB
Melvin S, Kruse, Whittier, Calif,
Application March 29, 1954, Serial No. 419,435 "

% Claims. (Cl. 33—217)

My invention relates to plumb bobs and more par- 15
ticularly to a retractable plumb bob or line retriever.

Prior retractable plumb bobs have included spring-
biased reels journaled about pins or stub shafts travers-
ing a chamber within a housing, the biasing action of
a wind-up spring being resisted by a mechanical lock- 20
ing device. As a consequence they have never gone into
wide use because, among other reasons, of the inconven-
jence in withdrawing the line to a desired position and
then locking it by a locking means which usually re-
quires grasping the housing in one hand and actuating
the locking device with the other.

It is an object of the present invention to eliminate
this inconvenience and to provide a plumb bob which is
stable at substantially any position of withdrawal of the
line without the necessity of using a mechanical locking 30
device, In this connection, it is an object of the inven-
tion to devise a plumb bob in which there is a unique
frictional relationship between the line and a friction
wall, typically a structure in which the friction wall has
an outwardly facing friction surface removed sidewardly
from the wound line on the reel, the line frictionally
engaging such friction surface as a function of the weight

- imposed on the line by the suspended plumb bob. If
it is desired to shift the bob to another elevation, it can
be withdrawn against such friction or lifted to relieve
the friction and permit the spring to wind the reel to
keep the line taut, It is an object of the invention to
provide a simple structure of this character.

3,064,355
RETRACTABLE PLUMB ECB
Melvin 8. Xroze, 9525 Holbrool, Pice, Calif,
Fiied May 4, 1959, Ser. No, 814,846
8 Cizims, (CL 33—217)

My invention relates to plumb bobs and more partic-
dlarly to a retractable plumb bob or line retriever.

Prior refractable plumb bobs have included spring-
biased reels journaled within a housing, the biasing action
of a wind-up spring being resisted by a mechanical lock-
ing device or a frictional relationship betweesn the line and
a friction wall. Much inconvenience has been caused by
the necessity of manually aciuating the mechanical lock-
ing device when the plumb bob is in a desired position.
The lack of effectiveness in the frictional relationship has
often resulted in the plumb bob slipping from a desired
position znd has created a need for a more effective
method of securing a piumb bob in a selected position.

1t is an cbject of my invention to overcome this incon-
venience and lack of holding effectiveness by providing a
plumb beb structure which will remain in a desired posi-
tion upon withdrawal of the line,

An object of my invention is to provide a retractable
plumb bob structure having a new and better frictional
relationship between the line and a friction wall by arrang-
ing the friction wall to commence and terminate in
rounded shoulders adjacent a narrow line-receiving open-
ine in the housing.

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de
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In his
disadvantages of his former inventions:

last patent he lists the

1

3,284,914
LINE-RETRIEVING PLUMB BOB
Melvin S. Kruse, 9525 Holbrook, Pico Rivera, Calif.
Filed May 18, 1964, Ser, No. 368,017
4 Claims. (CL 33—217)

This invention relates to line-retrieving devices. It
will be exemplified as applied to a retractable or line-
retrieving plumb bob containing an internal reel from
which the line can be drawn to various lengths to support
and hold the plumb bob at a desired elevation. A re-
fractable plumb bob of this general type is shown and
claimed in my Patent 3,064,356, the present invention
being an improvement thereon.

Engineers and transit men are often required to sus-
pend a plumb bob short or long distances below a transit
or level. Considerable line must be stored on a reel in
the limited space provided within the body of the plumb
bob if the line is to be extended for long distances, e.g.
up to twenty feet or more. At the same time the line
should wind and unwind on the reel in a line space of
limited axial length. The side boundaries of such a zone
should be defined by flanges of the reel and the winding
and unwinding of the line should be without danger of
catching or clamping. It is an object of the present in-
vention to provide an improved reel structure for this
type of device and an improved means for anchoring
the spring thereto.

Frictional forces holding the plumb bob at a selected
level are desirably induced largely by looping the line
around shoulders and causing it to surround an internal
friction member or band, all in such manner that the
spring and the weight of the bob tension the line and
hold it against the friction member and such shoulders.
In my prior patent, the tangentially-extending ends of
the friction member were anchored by being bent to
encircle closely spaced pins, one of the encircling por-
tions forming one friction shoulder and the other pro-
viding a guide passage for transferring the line to the
outer surface of the friction member. This arrangement
is unduly costly and has given some trouble in service
through undue wear on the line and sometimes a slight
shift in position of the band, leading to erratic opera-
tion. Further, it is difficult to bend the ends of the
spring accurately and attach them to the pins so that
they provide smooth friction surfaces yet closely sur-
round the pins with no chance of becoming loosened
therefrom during operation. It is an object of the inven-
tion to provide an improved structure for mounting such
a friction member or band. In this connection it is an
object to dispose a friction band with its edges in circular
channels of the housing, preferably with the ends of
the band respectively spaced from one or both of the
pins providing the friction surfaces around which the
line moves during retraction or play-out.

As distinct from peripherally journaling the reel, it
is an object of the present invention to journal the reel
on a small central member traversing the reel space.
The resulting journaling friction is lower and more uni-
form under all operating conditions.

Another object of the invention is to provide a reel
having an inner spring space longer in axial direction
than an outer line space. It is then possible to employ
a relatively wide spiral spring in the spring space. Addi-
tionally the smaller line space provides for a better wind-
ing and unwinding of the line as the latter moves into
and from a line-receiving opening.
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Fig. right:

Name on the back of the instruction sheet 5 5 : v il
may be the owner. ???? ML ‘&

Fig. below: The instruction sheet ‘f

MenCE G ellc SALIT

RETRACTO BOB
INSTRUCTIONS FOX ASSEMBLING
1. To Change or Replace Line When Frayed or Broken

Unscrew zap and point. While separating body, hold inner spool

with thumb and allow spool to unwind slowly in order to pravent
spring back=-lash which may break the spring. Lift spool out and
replace line with 45 1b. test braided nylon 12 ft. long. Do not
disassemble 3pool caps. * Thread one ead of line through ocae hole
and then the other hole of spool cap and tie knot which must re-
main on the inside of spool cap flange. Wind line in the szme
direction of arrow as marked on drum. Place the two pins and the
ateel~-tempered friction band in the half section stampad "RETRACTO
BOB". Check installation of fricstioa band for proper seating in
recess with the opening of Sand to be opposite of the pins at the
top. Before installing spool back in body, apply a tiny drop of
light ofl at each end of center pin to lubricate spoosl bearinzs.
Thread loose end of line through threaded cap and form a loop and
tie a znot. Place spool in body with center pin engaged in square
vetainer. Tura spool with line clockwise four times to create spring
tension. Pull ocut about one foot of liae. Hold tensioa of spuol
with thumb. Wind line once around the lower pin and friction band
and around upper pin and aline with center groove at the top. Finish
body assembly with cap and point,

2. To Repair Broken Spring.

Unscrew cap and point. Lift spool out and remove spool caps by

firmly grasping opposite capz of sposl with pliers and turn slizht-
ly. Pull ou%t about twelve inches of the spring center. Trim-taper
back end of spring and insert in slot of center pin so that it pro-
jects about ¥' through the center »in and bend over. This can be

done nace only without snnealing the spring. Thea it can be repeat-
ed several times over providing the end of the spring is annealed

by a gas flame until a checry-red color is attained about one iach

in length and air-cocled. After the spring is installed in the center
pin slot, reassemble caps by pressing the caps evenly and securely
with pliers. Complete assembly by following the marked star above. (¥).

If the instructions above are followed carefully, no difficulty
will be encountered in the smosth, positive operation of the bob.
In the event you are unable to put beek bob in operation please
enclose money order or chesk to cover ceturn postage with your
bob to save C.0.D. charges. No service charge for assembling your
bob is necessary.

Mail to:

M. S. Kruse & Son

Box 547

Pico~Rivera,

Califoraia
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3 CITED PATENTS IN THE

KRUSE PATENTS:

(The patent office searches for former
inventions)

US599178 J. GWILLIAM 1898 SELF
WINDING PLUMB BOBS

(No Model.)
: J. GWILLIAM & W. JARVIS.
SELF WINDING PLUMB BOB.

No, 599,178. Patented Feb. 15, 1898.

5
%
%

\

Efeﬂ)@;yﬁ&f /

The invention further aims to construct a

self-winding plumb-bob that will be extremely

simple in its construction, strong, durable,

comparatively inexpensive to manufacture,

25 and effectual in the performance of all its
funetions. _

Briefly deseribed, the invention consists of
the bob formed in two sections, each section
being recessed and having arranged therein

3o a drum, to which the line is attached, said
drum being operated by means of a spring to
return the cord ontothe dram after the weight
on the line or cord has been relieved, and in
deseribing the invention in detail reference

35 is had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, and wherein
like letters of reference indicate similar parts
throughout the several views, in which—

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de 27

US1043295 BURNS 1912 PLUMB BOB:

1,048,295.

A. E. BORNS.
PLUMB BOB,
APPLICATION FILED MAY 20, 1912,

Patented Nov. 5, 1912

Tnventor
Witneoseo Albert E, Burnea
o L
Wichawsthg

10

15

20

25

Ctormery

To all whom it ay concérn: :

Be it known that I, Arperr E. Burxs, a
subject of the King of Great Britain, re-
siding’ at Boston, in the county of Suffolk
and State of Massachusetts, have inventec
certain new and useful Tmprovements m
Plumb-Bobs, of which the following 1s a
specification. S o

This invention has for its object to pro-
vide a novel and improved holder for plumb-
bobs, whereby the line is effectually pre-
vented from getting tangled up and
knotted. ; i

The invention also has for its object to
provide the holder with a reel or spool on
which the line is wound, together with im-
proved means for controlling the paying
out of the line. o L

‘A further object of the invention 1s to
provide a holder of the kind stated which
is simple and compaet in_construction and

which can be easily carried in the poclet.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a guide which centers the string.

With these objects in view, the invention
consists in a mnovel construction and ar-
rangement of parts to be hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed, reference bheing had to
the accompanying drawing, in which—

WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 2014-02
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THE SWISS PATENT CH26892 RIEGER
1951 SENKBLEI (plumb bob)

Nr. 268892 Nr. 268892
SCHWEIZERISCHE EIDGENOSSENSCHAFT
EIDGENOSSISCHES AMT FUR GEISTIGES EIGENTUM
PATENTSCHR
Klasse 59

Veriffentlicht am 3. Januar 1951

Gesuch eingereicht: 21. Juli 1948, 20 Uhr. — Patent eingetragen: 15. Juni 1950.
HAUPTPATENT
<Rilko» Rieser, Biel (Schweiz).
Senkblei.

Patent Nr. 268802
1 Blau

«Rilko» Rieser

PATENTANSPRUCH:

s  Senkblei, gekennzeichnet durch eine Hiilse,
enthaltend eine Aufwickelvorrichtung fiir die
das Gewicht tragende Schnur, sowie eine Fiih-
rungsvorrichtung fiir die Sehnur. :

IO

15
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US584803 WILCOX 1897 PLUMB BOB

S. W. WILCOX.
PLUMB BOB.
No. 584,803. Patented June 22, 1897,
)d
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To ail whom it may concern:

_Be it known that I, SAMUEL W, WILCOX, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Men-
don, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Tmprovement in Plumb-Bobs, of which
the following is a specification. -

This invention relates to an improved con-
struction whereby the plumb-cord may be
wound upon a reel, 80 as to prevent tangling
or knotting, and may be unwound to any
length desired and the reel held stationary at
the desired point, and whereby the hob may
be centered in any desired hole, countersuni
or otherwise,
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US702288 CURRY 1902 PLUMB BOB: US1349565 EWING 1920 PLUMB BOB:

L A EWING AND E. J. McGOWAN,
PLUMB B0B,
APPLICATION FILED AR 5, 1919,

1,349,565, Patented Aug, 17, 1920.

Mo 702,288
, Pat
i b, CHREY. tatad June 10, 1992,
PLUME BOB.
Ligplication £l Tne. BL 8L
(Mo Badsl)

£
Py P
——t— —A— ; f-£
AR T 7 < PP .
u% E"’r ~dnrradoes.
a4
I .y SV f&mﬁ,&.‘ngfm

T adbawhowm it moy concern.: e S
Be it known that we, Janes A. Ewine and
Epwars J. MoGowax, citizens of the United
States, residing at Springdale and Taren-
5 tum, respectively, in the county of  Alle-
gheny and State of Pennsyivania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Tmprovements
in Plumb-Bobs; and we do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact deserip-
10 tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, and
o the letters and figures ot reference marked:
15 thereon, which form a part of this specifica-

Mibee s

" To all whonm it may concertv: -
Beit known that I, HiLn M. CURRY, a ¢iti-- tion.

zen of the United States, res_iding at Califor- This invention relates to an i'IﬂPII'O‘:’ed:
néa,Pm th? county of Washington and State plumb-bob.  The object being to provide an

5 of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and implement of this character that will afford’
useful'glmph-Bob, of which the following is 90 a means whereby the plumb-line may be

a ?f‘)ﬁf_‘,l_catlozl.. . - - wound about a splfingm.ctuaﬁed' druim in-
is invention relates generally to plumb- stalled within the body of the plumb-bob,

~bobs and more particularly to one having a  and automatieally rewind the said line: A
10 Siprm%—at;ltua@d cord-winding mechanism ar- further object of the invention is to provide
e S et o e
eled within the body of the plumb- plumb line and lock said line at any point

Egﬁlﬁf&ﬁgg ]?mployed-f_or suspending the along its length, and a further object is to
: R IV : adjust the several parts with relation to the
15 plgrﬁ%%}?ﬁcg[ﬁigge;;”iﬁ;?n 1?1 to PIO",“}E‘? a plimb-hob proper, so that the: point of the
hich st odying these characteristics 30 hob will maintain an accurate axial line with
E' ich shall be _?u'nple mdeo};lstructmn and ef- that of the plumb-line With these and
cient in opera ionj and the invention con- o i e the 1 i
e thehovelfonns of omateaciion and ghr objcts i, view, ho inventig sonele
zo combination hereinafter fully deseribed, and j113'@11 £ mrtsS as will be fully described here-
pointed out in the claims.. - iinft(;rl o y
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US1357270 BUSH 1920 AUTOMATIC
PLUMB BOB:

L. 5. HUSH,
AUTOHMATIC PLURE AOR.
1,357’270' APPLICATHIN PILED SEFT. 13, 1015 Putonted Nor. ?’ 150,

3 GHELTE—RRERT 1

“

WATRESSES MY
“ Eujﬂn & 5. Buash
E. 8. BUSH.

AKUTOMATIC PLUMB BOB,
APPLICATION FILED SEPT, 19, 1919,

Patented Nov. 2, 1920.

2 SHEETS—SHEET 2.

1,357,270.

o A

AR TAIILITSLT,

To all whom it may concern. _
Be it known that I, EUGENE STANLEY
- Busm, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Pendleton, in the county of
5 Umatilla and State of Oregon, have in-
vented certain new and nseful ?mprovements
in Automatic Plumb-Bobs, of which the fol-
lowing is a specifieation.
My invention is an improvement in auto-
10 matie plumb bobs, and the invention has for
its object to provide a bob wherein the sup-
porting cord is commected to the weight in
such manner that when not in use the cord
may be automatically wound up within the
15 bob, and wherein any length of cord may
be withdrawn and the bob clamped to the
cord to restrain the operation of the winding
up means until it is desired to release the
salme.

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de 30

Below some photos of this “lightning”
plumb bob from the Nelson Denny
collection (his #461)

BUSH invented in 1938 also another
automatic PB; patent number US2,136,072
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4. GREEN’S LINE WINDING
PLUMB BOB (UK)

| know two of this type: (If YOU know
more, please let me know.)

One from the collection of Nelson Denny
(ND) and the other one I (WR) could buy in
2013 from England.

When | compared the data and the details of
both, I found they are different.

This type belongs to the “IN-OUT” plumb
bobs. Inside it is hollow for the mechanism.
The line is guided through two holes from
inside to outside and back to inside to guide
it from the vertical direction to the horizontal
storage on the reel, using this “deviation” as
a brake.

Here are the facts:

Nelson Denny Wolf Ruecker
High 4%in 3Y%in
Diameter | 2%in 1% in
Weight 16 oz 10 0z
Owner H.H.& CO. G. BATCHELOR
# 20 3 (or 8)
Text on GREEN’S GREEN’S
upper part LINE LINE
WINDING WINDING
PLUMMET PLUMMET.
PATENT PATENT APLD
APP FOR FOR
LONDON * LONDON *
16 OZ 10 0z
20 8(or 3)
HH & CO | G.BATCHELOR
Text on G.BATCHELOR
lower part IN > <OUT IN>

Unfortunately 1 could not find the patent in
the British Patent Office. ®
| am sure he never got one.

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

From Nelson’s inventory sheet: NOTES:

“GREEN’S LINE WINDING PLUMMET, LONDON,
16 SIZE, PATENT APP FOR APPEAR TO BE
APPLIED AFTER THE OTHER LETTERING. THE
NUMBER “20” IS ALSO STRUCK CENTERED ON
THE REST OF THE LETTERING. ALSO STRUCK
“HH & CO” PRESUMED TO BE OWNER.

TIP IS MARKED “IN " DIRECTION TO TURN
TIP TO RETRACT LINE.

THIS IS AN “IN-OUT” BOB, RELYING ON HOLES
IN THE SIDE OF THE BOB TO REDIRECT STRING
FROM THE VERTICALE TO THE HORIZONTAL
BOBBIN. FRICTION OF LINE PASSING
THROUGH HOLES ACTS AS BRAKE.

Below original photos from Nelson (16 0z):

WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 2014-02
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It was not easy to make photos from the text To wind the line in or out you hold the body
on the spherical body. with one hand and to turn the tip with the
Below photos from my 10 oz plumb bob. other hand.
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5. SOMETHING TO SMILE
ABOUT

Last year | got an email from the UK: @

“Dear Plumb Bob Society: | recently acquired a
plumb bob on a second-hand market stall which on
closer inspection has a couple
of unusual features. |1 wonder if
you have seen one like this
before and could explain why it
is like this. Three photos are
attached. As you can see, the
bob  unscrews into three
sections. The central stem is
drilled to allow passage of the
string and there is a large hole
at 90 degrees to allow space for
the knot holding the string into
the stem. However, that large
hole is threaded, rather than
just being a drilled hole. The
thread is the same pitch as that
on the main body of the bob, by = 4
which the tip of the bob attaches to it. To |IIustrate
this | have screwed the main body into the hole in one
of the photos. The other strange feature is the smaII
hole ¢ RoaRs 4

drilled sideways through the tip of the bob. This can
be seen in the first photo of the assembled plumb bob.
Any suggestions you can make as to the special
reason for these features will be very gratefully
received and | thank you in advance for your kindness
in looking at the problem.

With best wishes,

Marcus”

My answer:

“MEANWHILE I ASKED SOME FRIENDS FOR
THEIR OPION AND IF THEY HAVE A SOLUTION.
ALL ANSWERS ARE NEGATIVE. | KNOW
THOUSANDS OF DIFFERENT PLUMB BOB

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de
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SHAPES BUT | NEVER SAW THIS ONE: MY
OPINION IS: THIS IS NOT A "BORN" PLUMB BOB,
THAT MEANS IT WAS NOT PRODUCED TO
"LIVE" AND WORK AS A PLUMB BOB.

BUT AS YOU KNOW EVERY PIECE THAT YOU
CAN FIX TO A LINE CAN BE USED AS A PLUMB
BOB. ©

THE REASONS WHY PEOPLE USE SUCH OTHER
PIECES (TOOLS) AS PLUMB BOB ARE
DIFFERENT:

[l SOME TAKE IT, BECAUSE THEY HAVE
NOTHING ELSE IN THEIR TOOL BOX,

[l SOME TAKE IT, BECAUSE THEY LIKE THE
SHINING METAL OR THE EXOTIC SHAPE.

[ SOME WILL SAVE MONEY AND WILL NOT BUY
EXPENSIVE PLUMB BOBS.

[l THERE MAY BE A LOT OF OTHER REASONS

LET'S COME BACK TO YOUR ITEM: IT HAS
(NEARLY) ALL PARAMETERS THAT YOU NEED
FOR A REAL PLUMB BOB

POINT TO FIX A CORD/LINE (IN THIS CASE
THE VERTICAL HOLE IN THE STEM WITH THE
POSSIBLILITY TO HIDE THE KNOT INSIDE

| NEARLY SYMMETRICALLY SHAPE (EXCEPT
THE BIG VERTICAL HOLE THAT PERHAPS IS
NOT SYMMETRICAL, ONE SIDE ONLY)

A POINT, EVEN WHEN IT IS NOT VERY SHARPE
(OTHERWISE YOU DON'T NEED A POINT FOR A
PLUMB BOB; THERE ARE A LOT "FLAT
BOTTOM" PLUMB BOBS THAT HAVE NO
TIP/POINT)

WHAT'S BOTHER ME 1S THE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE DIFFERENT PARTS.

NO MAKER OF A PLUMB BOB WOULD MAKE
ADDITIONAL THREADS AND HOLES THAT ARE
NOT NECESSARY FOR THE USE OR THE OPTIC.
ALSO THE VERTICAL HOLE IS TOO BIG FOR ME.
THE DIAMETER SHOULD ME NEARLY THE SAME
AS THE DIAMETER OF THE CORD. AND FOR
SUCH A PLUMB BOB YOU NEED A THIN LINE.
MYSTERY FOR ME IS ALSO THE SMALL
HORIZONAL HOLE IN THE TIP AND THE FLAT
PART ON THE TIP.

WE KNOW SUCH HORIZONAL HOLES IN NEW
AMERICAN PLUMB BOBS, TO PUT IN A NAIL OR
WIRE TO UNSCREW THE REPLACABLE TIP. BUT
THIS IS NOT THE SAME HERE.

MORE ABOUT TIPS OF PLUMB BOBS SEE IN
NEWSLETTER 2008-3 “CAPS AND TIPS OF
PLUMB BOBS”

FOR ME IT COULD BE A KIND OF HANDLE OR
SOME KIND OF ORNAMENT HANGING LIKE A
PLUMB BOB OR UPSIDE DOWN.

I WILL HOLD IN MIND THIS SPECIAL PIECE AND
PERHAPS | WILL FIND A SIMILAR TOOL IN THE
FUTURE.

SORRY THAT | COULD NOT FIND A BETTER
ANSWER

WOLFGANG”
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Some weeks later Marcus sent me the funny

solution:

“Dear Wolfgang:

| had not expected to identify this mystery object
so soon, but an acquaintance put me on the right
track. It turns out that you were absolutely
correct. It was not made primarily as a plumb
bob, but was made so that it could be mistaken
for one and thereby disguises its real purpose!
My acquaintance, who obviously is far more

worldly-wise than me, says that it iS a pipe

for smoking marijuana. He even found an

image of it on the web at:
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=&imagrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fw
ww.colourbox.com%2Fimage%2Fsmall-brass-pipe-for-marijuana-
isolated-over-a-white-background-image-
2213961&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=QQugBioh3NoW9M&tbnh=183&tbn
w=275&z00m=1&docid=zpOuBmnF6XnhKM&ei=5dgwUoOAKIKL7Ab
Qp4HoCQ&ved=0CAIQsCU

“DEAR MARCUS,

CONGRATIOLATION!

| DON'T SMOKE - NO TABAC; NO MARIJUANA - SO |
COULD NOT KNOW THIS PIPE ©

THANKS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT THE LUCKY END
OF THE SEARCH. | WILL INFORM MY FRIENDS ABOUT
THIS “MARIJUANA PLUMB BOB”

WOLFGANG”

| searched in the www for some other
pictures of this marijuana pipe and found
that there are a lot of shapes looking like a
plumb bob! ©

They are offered as “mushroom pipe”,
“Brass Bullet Pipe” or “small-brass-pipe-for-
marijuana” for a price of 3 GB Pounds or $8
to $16 in the U.S.A. and Canada.

That is less than a brass plumb bob would
cost! ©

All good wishes,
Marcus”

6. REMARK

DEAR READER OF THE PLUMB BOB NEWS,

DEAR FELLOW COLLECTOR,

This is an article of the monthly published WOLF’S PLUMB BOB
NEWS that is sent on demand as PDF-file attachment by email.

FREE.

You can see all former publications on the website
www.plumbbobcollectors.info on sub page “download publications”.

Remarks and contact by email: plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

Enjoy it

Wolf Ruecker

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

Logo of the IPBCA INTERNATIONAL

PLUMB BOB COLLECTORS
ASSOCIATION.

For us THE WORLD TURNS AROUND

THE PLUMB BOB
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