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Dear Fellow Collector,
Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS,

Please, as always | am in search of new photos, catalogs, articles or personal stories about any aspect of
PLUMB BOBS fromyou. Any help is appreciated.
If you have any information or pictures for these themes, please let me know
Thank you, looking forward to hearing from you

Wolf
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Here is his story

Dear Fellow Collector,
Perhaps you already saw offers of miniature 2.7 (1 )3 4(% -! + %2
plumb bobs of excellent quality on Ebay. |

contaced the seller of these nice itemBavid My name is David Hal ed
Haleb and asked him to tell us more about his the United States. | was trained as a visual artist
work, making miniature toal (not only plumb and taught Photography to College students for
bobs). Our work publishing information about over thirty years. | now teach pdnne at one of
plumb bols was the initiaimpetusfor him to start Ver mont 6s State Coll ege:
making plumb bob$ both large and small living doing precision metalworking and precision

woodworking in my home workshop and studio.
In 2010 | discovered the wealth of online
information that Wolf and others have made
available about the world of plumb bobs and this
inspired me to begin studying plumbbsoand to
begin making them with my available tools and
skills.
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| David Hale' - MFA

| Woodworking - Machining - Desiga - Judaica

davidhalemfa.com
802-279-3258

§ 200 Carleton Blvd.
East Montpelier, Vermont

05651 -- USA
David Hale' davidhalemfa@yahoo.com
with his David White 8300 Safstom Qu

from the Green Mountain State
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| have assembled an array of hand tools, powe @
tools and small machine tools to take on the range
of work that | am interested in doing for myself
and in response to the variety of jobs that appea
at my door.

7 AnoldAt |l as 200 | at he

1 asmallTaig benchmounted milling

machine

1 afloor mounted drill press

1 and awide array of files and hand tools
allow me to make plumb bobs one at a time or in
very small batches.

From looking at all the plumb bobs | have viewed |
to date, | understand something about th&ue
appeal that such a simple tool in its wide range o
variations offers to the Plumb Bob Aficionado.

Tailstock mounted adjustabl
hollow mill. The 3 cutters arg
advanced simultaneously b
a threaded ring so that ong
adjusted it allows me t(
repeatedly reduce th
diameer of rod stock to 3§
specific diameter withou
having to stop the lathe an
check the progress with th
digital caliper

floor mounteddrill pressand many hand tools

indexingjig
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tailstock mounted knurling tool with 3 knur
usedto knurl small diameters without havi
the work deflect from the force applied
ordinary knurling tools that only use two q
even just one hardened steel knurl

4.0, 5-" "/ "3

I have createda series of plumb bobs that ha
interested me ahwhich | have made available t
others through Ebay and Etsy.
My work falls into severadlifferent categories
1 tiny plumb bobs,
T Aafancyo plumb bobs
1 miniature versions of historically

digital calipers and magnifier which are
essential for doing this kind of work

important or special purpose plumb bobs

fancybobs

plumbbobwolf@tonline.de

family portrait
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The TINY PLUMB BOBS that | have made of
brass with small maple or ebony winders are
usually smaller than an inch in sizebut have a

removable cap, a steel tip and some kind of &
knurled detail. | recety produced a small batch
of surveyords style plumb 7= S0

a pair of earrings with French hookghe plumb
bob makerés ploy to get
plumb bobs instead of just one!

USic a r with shéath

USicarrotin with
from the collection of Utich Biber, Germany

T

ear rings

generaplumb bob :
with a cross drilled tip plumb bob with ebonyreel

plumbbobwolf@tonline.de -82- WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 201:D7 MINIATURE PLUMB BOBS



i} o
T il e N sy l.oluh._,,

70 fancy pl ump

I have constructed some larger and more ornate
AFANCY0 PLUMB BOBS that include ebony,
ivory and silver elements. Although these are
produced today, | like to think that | make them
with as much attention to detail and with as much
intention as some of the important fancy plumb
bobs made 100 or 150 years ago that are imow
the hands of significant collectors.

The 7 0 fancy p showmb in the b
photographs sports several different kinds of
knurling including rope knurling, face knurling
and the less common straight knurling. The ivory
panels set in placas sliding dovetails in milled
slots were made from the white piano keys of a
100 year old piano that were removed before it
was sent to the burn pile.

ivory panels
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A smaller Afancyo pl umb
photograph has anlaid ring of ebony and ivory
glued up from segments and then turned to size on
the lathe. The steel tip extends through the length
of the plumb bob and is threaded into the cap to
hold the whole works togethdn this case |

started with a commercialpvailable arrow point

for making the tip. -

bob

tip and arrow point

The i nvert ahhped gueke tob hasad
small sterling silver ring incorporated into the
design. | have never seen another example of a
plumb bob with this shape ( has anyone else seen
this shape before?), but | imagine that my
experience of creating a unique design iyon
unique unto itself because there are so many
remarkable examples of one of a kind plumb bobs
in existence.

invertedbeehive withsilver
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ebony and ivory
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Invertad beehive withsilver

WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 201:D7 MINIATURE PLUMB BOBS



THE GEAR BOBshownin the photographs was
completed in 2011 and represents my initial

efforts to make the indexing and cutting tools
needed to make gears in my home workshop. |
made an indexer that makes use of a 30 tooth gear
that came from the carcass of a 150 ysddr

telegraph register that was given to me as scrap.

My design includes a spriigaded shaft with a
pinion gear which can be pushed clear of the
crown gear to allow the line to be deployed. The
line can then be adjusted up or down by twisting
the bodyof the plumb bob as the line is wound
upon on an internal spool.

The whole projectook weeksof effort from . -
initial idea to the finished plumb bob, but | know agearbobin service

that it has paved the way for other projects that
might involve making small gears.

From left to right:

9 shop made gear tooth form cutter,

9 the 30 tooth indexing gear

9 the finished brass pinion gear machinad
on the end of the shaft

GEAR BOB

internal reel on spring loaded pinion gear sh 3 inch mechanical plumb bdbp & tip

plumbbobwolf@tonline.de -85- WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 201:D7 MINIATURE PLUMB BOBS












